
The Order of Worship May 3, 2026

9:00 and 11:00 A.M.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

PRELUDE Great Is Thy Faithfulness      William M. Runyan, arr. Denin Slage-Koch

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) From Psalm 25 Rev. Sharon Youngs

One: To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls.

All: O God, in you we trust;

One: Make us to know your ways, O Lord; teach us your paths.

All: Lead us in your truth and teach us

for you are the God of our salvation;

    for you we wait all day long.

One: Come, let us worship this God in whom we trust. 

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 694 Great God of Every Blessing AURELIA

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

God of Holy Mystery,

We want to understand:

Why life can turn upside down so suddenly.

How the world can be so cruel to the most vulnerable.

Why? We rightly ask.

In the midst of our unanswered questions, we sometimes think we are alone.

We forget the one who went to the cross, and chose to suffer alongside us.

We forget the one who comes to us still, in the breaking of the bread, 

And in those who surround us, even now. 

Forgive us, and support us, when we forget. 

In Christ’s name. Amen. 

*RESPONSE   Day of Delight IN DIR EST FREUDE

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*RESPONSE (Sing twice)   Be Not Afraid BE NOT AFRAID

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians  2:6-16

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN (11:00) Jaclyn Beeler

Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians 3:1-3

HOMILY     “Spiritual Gifts, Part 2: Mystery” Rev. Dr. Richard Coble

*HYMN NO. 224 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  ROCKINGHAM

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. Your holding and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to

our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

(9:00) The Fields, The River, The Sky  Denin Slage-Koch 

(11:00) Ave Verum Corpus William Byrd

Hail the true body, born of the Virgin Mary: You who truly suffered and were

sacrificed on the cross for the sake of us all. From whose pierced flank

flowed water and blood: Be a foretaste for us in the trial of death. 

O sweet, O merciful, O Jesus, Son of Mary. Have mercy on me. Amen.

 

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and

low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and

Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Responsive)** 

One: The Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

Many: We lift them to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Many: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

One: God of the lost and the found…We are hungry for bread that nourishes our

bodies and souls.

One: Gracious God, we are hungry, and we are also hopeful…a world where all

 are fed, all are welcomed, and all are known.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION and THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

BREAKING OF BREAD

Congregation will come forward to receive the elements.

The bread and cup can be consumed as they are received. All bread is gluten free.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

(9:00) Spring Can Really Hang You Up The Most 

Thomas Wolf , arr. Denin Slage-Koch

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain with the choir.  

The choir will sing the verses. 

(11:00) HYMN 513 This is the Feast of Victory FESTIVAL CANTICLE

Voluntary on ROCKINGHAM Charles H.H. Parry



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 769 For Everyone Born FOR EVERYONE BORN

(9:00 Stanzas 1-3 and 5)

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

(9:00)De-Dah   Elmo Hope, arr. Denin Slage-Koch

  (11:00)Voluntary on GELOBT SEI GOTT (Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!) 

Healy Willan

*Please stand in Body or Spirit

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with

license #A-401670. All rights reserved.

**Our Great Prayer of Thanksgiving today is from the Rev. Sarah Speed and Sanctified Art. 

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Allie Brewington and Ken Hughes

CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR MAY: Kathy Shilling and Jan Barber

SERVING TODAY

ACOLYTES: (11:00) Cecilia Collins and Aurora Gibbons

GREETERS: (11:00) Mark and Pam Potocik

LITURGIST: Rev. Sharon Youngs

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: (11:00) Chancel Choir

SHEPHERD’S TEAM: Buz Johnson

SENIOR USHER: Alice Mercer

USHERS: (9:00) Suzanne Graham and David Woodall; (11:00) Judy Jorden, 

Betty McKeehan, Mike Kaufman, Bonny Naugher, Alexandra McDonald

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by Stephen and Allie Brewington in

celebration of Rosie Carey Brewington’s fourth birthday, today May 3! Rosie, you are

pure joy, and God loves you!

MUSIC NOTE This morning we are pleased to welcome Dr. Denin Slage-Koch.  Dr.

Slage- Koch recently won the tenure-track position of Assistant Professor of Jazz

Guitar at the University of Tennessee after joining the faculty in 2023. He holds

degrees from Whitworth University, the Eastman School of Music, and the

University of Northern Colorado. He has performed extensively across the United

States and internationally. He and his wife, Carryn, are members of Westminster. 

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week) 

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki

Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Cile Mathews,

Betty Collins, Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks), Gloria

Borum’s brother Mike, Charlie Mercer, Donna Davis, the Manrod family, Fay

Adams, Melani Rogers, Debbie Schmid and grandaughter Brooke, the family of Sue

Murrian, Joan Krause (Karen Hoffman's sister) and Georgette Langholz (Karen

Hoffman's sister-in-law), Deborah Pierce (Michael Pierce’s mother).

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER

During 11:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old

    Children's Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children's Church classes following the Time with

Children during the 11:00 worship service.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES (10:00am) 

Adult Bible Study: Reading the Paul's Letter to the Romans. (Adult/Handbell Room

next to the Prayer Room)

Feasting on the Word: Studies scriptures used in Worship (McKinnon)

The Wired Word: Discusses current events with a theological eye (Library)

New Adult Education Class Series: To Hear the Voices of Palestinian Christians 

lead by Rev. Ann Owens Brunger,  May 3, 10, and 17 (foyer of Lisa Kaufman Hall)

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING has been set for May 17 following the 11:00am

worship service for the purpose of electing an Elder for an unfinished term.

SHARE THE BOUNTY Our Share the Bounty Table in the Schilling Gallery is now

having a preview of what is to come. Our Bounty Table provides a space to share the

bounty from our personal gardens and our very own Westminster organic

garden.You are more than welcome to help yourself to what is provided on the table.

And if you have a bit too much of something from your garden, bring it in to share.

You may find here flowers and herbs, as well as vegetables. It changes every week,

so take a look and take some home. There is also a donation basket with any

contributions this year going to the Fish Pantry. 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER Meal Packaging Event here at

Westminster on Sunday, May 17 at 12:45pm. The event lasts

approximately two hours. Several years ago, we had this and it

was a huge success and so rewarding in many ways! As a

reminder, all who plan to attend our event should register

using this event QR code

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS Parish Nurse Linda Judge-McRae, will be offering

blood pressure check in the Schilling Gallery May 10.

CHURCH PICNIC ON YOUTH SUNDAY! Westminster's Annual Picnic, a time

when we honor our graduating high school seniors, is just around the corner!

Following the 11:00 service on Sunday, May 10, we will gather on the church

grounds to feast on our traditional picnic lunch of fried chicken fingers and all the

fixings, topped off by some ice cream with delectable toppings. To help defray the

cost of the picnic, we are asking for a $7.00 per person donation, or $25.00 per family.

Sign up sheets are now posted in the Schilling Gallery, please sign up by TODAY.

OFFERING You are welcome to give during the offering as the plates are shared, or

you may contribute online through our secure giving page:

www.wpcknox.org/donate-options/. Offerings can also be made by scanning this QR

code.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

"Where Faith and Life Connect"

6500 Northshore Drive, Knoxville TN 37919

Telephone (865) 584-3957   Fax (865) 584-8840

E-mail office@wpcknox.org

www.wpcknox.org

    Rev. Dr. Richard Coble, Pastor/Head of Staff

 Rev. Gradye Parsons, Parish Associate

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate Emeritus

Amanda Fox, Interim Youth Director

Dr. Edie Johnson, Music Director/Organist

Jennifer Manrod, Assistant Children’s Director

Renee Wiesehuegel, Office Manager/Bookkeeper

Joanna Warren, Administrative Assistant

Debbie Bendy, Abbey Editor

Benjamin Dockter, Worship Tech

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, May 3

9:00am - Worship in RCP

10:00am - Sunday School

11:00am - Worship in the Sanctuary

12:00pm - APNC (Library)

3:45pm - Treble Choir

4:00pm - Dupper/Hardy Class

5:00pm - Youth Fellowship

5:00pm - Abbey deadline

7:00pm - Crafting Theology

Tuesday, May 5

10:00am - Staff Meeting

11:00am - Program Staff Meeting

12:00pm - Staff lunch

Wednesday, May 6

4:30pm - Companions

7:00pm - Chancel Choir

Thursday, May 7

10:30am - Women’s Bible Study (McK)

6:00pm - Handbell Choir

7:00pm - Knoxville Youth Chorus Spring Choir Recital

THE SESSION

Class of 2026 Class of 2027  Class of 2028

Bill Farnham George Barber           Amanda Fox

Lee Ingram Mary Boyd                 Mary Jo Mann

Lucy Johnson Allie Brewington       Tim Ryan

Kathryn Oakes Emily Gustafson        Ginger Williams

Richard Ward Ken Hughes               Michael Yates

Youth Elder: Bobby Powell             Clerk of Session: Bitsy Ingram

TRUSTEES

John Smartt                          Larry Tragesser                       Bill West


