
For the March on Washington, the National Council of Churches gathered nearly 400 volunteers -

Catholic, Jewish, and Protestants together - in New York City for “Operation Sandwich.” Over 13 hours,

volunteers assemble 80,000 lunches for marchers, with cheese sandwiches, apples, and slices of marble

cake to feed participants in the famous civil rights march.

The Order of Worship May 24, 2026

10:00am

PENTECOST

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

PRELUDE Now We Pray to the Holy Spirit Dietrich Buxtehude

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) From Joel 2 Paul Prichard

One: ‘In the last days it will be’, God declares, ‘that I will pour out my Spirit upon all people,

All: And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

One: and your young people shall see visions,

All: and your elders shall dream dreams.

One: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'

All: Come, let us call upon this God of our salvation.



TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 289 On Pentecost They Gathered MUNICH

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Gracious God, the one who calls us:

There are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 

And there are varieties of services but the same Lord,

And there are varieties of activities, but you activate them all in everyone. 

Yet sometimes we judge our efforts to be are trivial, 

Or our gifts insignificant, 

Or our work meaningless.  

Forgive us when we fail to see our part in your ongoing story of redemption, love, and justice.

Forgive us when we doubt the Spirit’s power in our lives. 

On this Pentecost Sunday, we remember the one who equips us. 

In Christ’s name. Amen.  

*RESPONSE   Day of Delight IN DIR EST FREUDE

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE



*RESPONSE  

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Cor. 12:4-13

ANTHEM Simple Gifts arr. Aaron Copland

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free ’tis the gift to come down where you ought to be And

when we find ourselves in the place just right ‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.

When true simplicity is gained To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed

To turn, turn will be our delight ‘Till by turning, turning we come round right. 

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Wendy Collins

Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Cor. 12:14-26

SERMON     “Spiritual Gifts, Part 4: The Common Good” Rev. Dr. Richard Coble

August, 1963 - Another picture of “Operation Sandwich.” Catholic nuns work alongside Protestant

women at Riverside Church in New York City to pack meals for the March on Washington. Organizers

started packing the meals at 3am and worked in shifts until 4:00 that afternoon. 



*HYMN NO. 317 In Christ There Is No East or West MC KEE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) From A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,

everywhere the giver and renewer of life.

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,

sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,

and binds us together with all believers

in the one body of Christ, the Church.

The same Spirit

who inspired the prophets and apostles

rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,

engages us through the Word proclaimed,

claims us in the waters of baptism,

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,

and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.

In a broken and fearful world

the Spirit gives us courage

to pray without ceasing,

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,

to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks

and to live holy and joyful lives,

even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,

praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center aisle. Your holding

and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  The King of Love My Shepherd Is Charles Gounod

The King of love my shepherd is Whose goodness faileth never

I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever.

Where streams of living waters flow My ransomed soul He leadeth;

And where the verdant pastures grow With food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed But yet in love He sought me;

And on His shoulder gently laid And home, rejoicing, brought me.

In death's dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me;

Thy rod and staff my comfort still Thy cross before to guide me.

And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise For ever and forever.  

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!

Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia!. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use this time for personal

reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 296 Go In Grace and Make Disciples WONDROUS LIGHT

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE Prelude in C Major Anon. (formerly attributed to J.S. Bach)

  

February, 1964 - New York Students Boycott Schools: students march in front of Seward Park High School on the city’s

lower east side to protest school segregation. 



December, 1964 - Responding to church bombings and arson attacks in Mississippi, college students called “Carpenters

for Christmas” spend their winter break reconstructing Antioch Baptist Church, burned after a Civil Rights meeting was

held there.

August, 1964 - Clergy and police cooperate in the effort to calm rioters who ripped through Jersey City, NJ, for three

successive nights. Black ministers drive through the strife-torn neighbors in a loudspeaker-equipped car broadcasting an

appeal to end racial violence. 



September, 1963 - Across the nation, churches join in a moment of silence in honor of victims of the Alabama Church

bombing. Here at St. Dominic’s Roman Catholic Church in San Francisco, more than 2,500 attending the service

overflowed the building in honor of victims of racial violence who died on the other side of the country. 

August, 1963 - An estimated 250,000 people rally for civil rights legislation, economic equality, and an end to racial

discrimination, in one of the most significant human rights demonstrations in history. 



March, 1965 - Wives of Episcopal bishops boarded a plane in Boston enroute to Jacksonville, FL, where they assisted in

integration efforts. Two of them were arrested. Mary Elizabeth Peabody, 72, said they took part in the segregation protest,

“like any nice peaceful women” would. 

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

*Please stand in Body or Spirit

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-401670. All rights

reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Emily Gustafson and Bobby Powell

CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR MAY: Kathy Shilling and Jan Barber

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS/ HEARING DEVICES are available from the ushers.

SERVING TODAY

GREETERS: Bill and Bonnie Rogers

LITURGIST: Paul Prichard

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: Parnian Rezaei, Organ; Dan Berry, Soloist

SENIOR USHER: Alice Mercer

USHERS: Jay Schmid, Brenda Seip, Kathy Shilling, Penny Tschantz, Linda Van Beke

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given on behalf of Melanie and Daniel Lewis in celebration of all the Westminster

children, youth, young adults, and teachers that have just wrapped up another year of school. Here's to a summer full of

making memories and sharing your light wherever you go!

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week) 

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze

Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Cile Mathews, Betty Collins, Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks),

Gloria Borum’s brother Mike, Charlie Mercer, Donna Davis, the Manrod family, Fay Adams, Melanie Rogers,  Joan

Krause (Karen Hoffman's sister), Deborah Pierce (Michael Pierce’s mother), Kyle Foster, Elizabeth Birdwell.



CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER

During 10:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old

Children’s Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children’s Church classes following the Time with Children during the 10:00 worship service

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS (9:00am)

Adult Bible Study is studying Paul's Letter to the Romans. (Adult/Handbell Room next to the Prayer Room)

SUMMER SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP Please plan to join us this Sunday after worship for

popsicles by the fountain. We hope to make this a regular way to linger, catch up, and enjoy

each other’s company. Fellowship is the sweetest treat of all!

SUMMER CHOIR If you enjoy singing, but don't have the time to commit to weekly rehearsals,

then Summer Choir is for you! Summer Choir begins Sunday, June 7 and will go through the

beginning of August. No need to come every Sunday; just let Edie know and come when you

are available. We meet at 9:00am and  prepare an anthem for the 10:00am service. Youth and

adults are invited so this is a great opportunity for families to sing together! If you are interested, please email Edie

Johnson, edie@wpcknox.org.   

FRIENDS OF FISH Westminster is one of 15 churches in the Knoxville community seeking to serve those with food

insecurities by delivering groceries to those unable to go to a food pantry. We deliver bags on the 2nd Tuesday of every

month.

June is our month to:

Order the food

Stock the shelves

Bag the groceries

Our first order of business is to meet the Second Harvest Food Bank truck at the pantry on Tuesday morning May 26 at

10:00am. Address: Church of the Savior, 934 Weisgarber Road. For questions about this ministry, please feel free to

contact Linda at 865-804-4904. Thank you!!!

WPC NIGHT AT THE SMOKIES The tradition will continue as we will see the Smokies take on the Rocket City Trash

Pandas on Friday night, August 14. You can reserve your seats by sending in $21 per ticket to the church office and mark

your payment for the Smokies game, or pay online under “Donate” then “Event payments” on our church’s website.

Purchasing your tickets by June 30 will ensure that you will be sitting with the Westminster group in section 104, lower

level. So, if you don’t want to miss out, purchase your tickets now! Many thanks to our Fellowship Ministry team for

reserving spaces so that we can all sit together.

SHARE THE BOUNTY Our Bounty Table provides a space to share the bounty from our personal gardens and our very

own Westminster organic garden. You are more than welcome to help yourself to what is provided on the table. And if

you have a bit too much of something from your garden, bring it in to share. You may find here flowers and herbs, as well

as vegetables. It changes every week, so take a look and take some home. There is also a donation basket with any

contributions this year going to the Fish Pantry. 



WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

"Where Faith and Life Connect"

6500 Northshore Drive, Knoxville TN 37919

Telephone (865) 584-3957   Fax (865) 584-8840

E-mail office@wpcknox.org

www.wpcknox.org

    Rev. Dr. Richard Coble, Pastor/Head of Staff

 Rev. Gradye Parsons, Parish Associate

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate Emeritus

Amanda Fox, Interim Youth Director

Dr. Edie Johnson, Music Director/Organist

Jennifer Manrod, Assistant Children’s Director

Renee Wiesehuegel, Office Manager/Bookkeeper

Joanna Warren, Administrative Assistant

Debbie Bendy, Abbey Editor

Benjamin Dockter, Worship Tech

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, May 24

9:00am - Adult Bible Study (Handbell Room)

10:00am -Worship (Sanctuary)

11:00am - Popsicle Fellowship

12:15pm - Session (McK)

12:15pm - APNC Meeting (Library)

Tuesday, May 26

10:00am - Staff Meeting

11:00am - Program Staff Meeting

Wednesday, May 27

4:30pm - Companions

THE SESSION

Class of 2026          Class of 2027  Class of 2028

Bill Farnham          George Barber           Amanda Fox

Lee Ingram          Mary Boyd                 Mary Jo Mann

Lucy Johnson         Allie Brewington       Tim Ryan

Kathryn Oakes         Emily Gustafson        Ginger Williams

Richard Ward         Ken Hughes               Michael Yates

Youth Elder: Bobby Powell             Clerk of Session: Jaclyn Beeler

TRUSTEES

John Smartt                                   Larry Tragesser                      Bill West


