
The Order of Worship May 17, 2026

9:00 and 11:00am

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

PRELUDE

(9:00) Largo from Xerxes George Frederic Handel

(11:00) Thine Be the Glory G.F. Handel/ arr. Brandon Dicks

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) From 1 John 4 Bobby Powell

One: Beloved, let us love one another, 

All: Because love is from God.

One: Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 

All: Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.

One: Yes, God is love,  

All: And those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 

One: Come then, and let us worship this loving God. 

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 366 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling HYFRYDOL

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

God of Love,

We desperately want this world to change. 

Our heart aches with the images we seen on the news,

Or on the street corner, 

Or under the bridge,

And even more for the suffering we do not see, 

Behind closed doors, 

Or half a world away. 

In the face of insurmountable suffering, 

We are tempted to despair,

Or apathy.

We are tempted to harden our hearts,

Or to look at the world through jaded eyes. 

And yet, the Scripture reminds us that you so loved the world. 

You did not despair. Or become jaded. Or throw up your hands.

In the face of suffering, you brought it ever closer.

Help us to love the world, like that, too.

So that we do not give up. In Christ’s name. Amen. 

*RESPONSE   Day of Delight IN DIR EST FREUDE

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*RESPONSE (Sing twice)   Be Not Afraid BE NOT AFRAID

TO  EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians 13:1-7

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN (11:00) Jennifer Manrod

Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

SERMON “Spiritual Gifts, Part 3: Love”    Rev. Dr. Richard Coble

*HYMN NO. 316 Where Charity and Love Prevail TWENTY-FOURTH

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) From 1 Corinthians 13

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of

wrongs; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

And now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is

love. Following our Creator, we will work to love this world.

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. Your holding and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to

our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

(9:00) Thine Be the Glory G.F. Handel/ arr. Brandon Dicks

(11:00) Ubi Caritas Ola Gjeilo

Where charity and love are, God is there. Christ’s love has gathered us into one.

Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him. Let us fear, and let us love the living God.

And may we love each other with a sincere heart. 

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and

low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and

Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory, forever. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 853 We Are Marching in the Light of God SIYAHAMBA

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING (11:00)

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE Celebration Fanfare Charles Callahan

  

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

*Please stand in Body or Spirit

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE

LICENSE with license #A-401670. All rights reserved.

OFFERING You are welcome to give during the offering as the plates are shared, or

you may contribute online through our secure giving page:

www.wpcknox.org/donate-options/. Offerings can also be made by scanning this QR

code.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDER FOR THE WEEK: Tim Ryan

CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR MAY: Kathy Shilling and Jan Barber

SERVING TODAY

ACOLYTES: (11:00) Jo and Strong Niceley

GREETERS: (11:00) Penny Tschantz and Alexandra McDonald

LITURGIST: Bobby Powell

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: Brass Choir:  Andrew Layne and Micah Purvis, trumpets;

Carl Whipple and Robert Ingram, trombones; (11:00) Chancel Choir

SHEPHERD’S TEAM: Erik Kringen

SENIOR USHER: Alice Mercer

USHERS: (9:00) Daniel Berry and Scott Brunger

(11:00) Mark Potocik, LoAnn Price, John Salsbery, Ron Alexander, Judy Hagan

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by the Mackay family in honor of

Alysse’s 15th birthday on Tuesday, May 19th.

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week) 

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki

Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Cile Mathews,

Betty Collins, Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks), Gloria

Borum’s brother Mike, Charlie Mercer, Donna Davis, the Manrod family, Fay

Adams, Melanie Rogers,  Joan Krause (Karen Hoffman's sister), Deborah Pierce

(Michael Pierce’s mother), Kyle Foster, Elizabeth Birdwell.

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING has been set for TODAY following the 11:00am

worship service for the purpose of electing an Elder for an unfinished term.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER Meal Packaging Event here at Westminster TODAY at

12:45pm. The event lasts approximately two hours. A light lunch will be served in

the Ruthie Carey Pavilion to all volunteers at noon.

In order to eat lunch quickly, grab a bag with the type of sandwich you prefer.  

The choices are:

1. Palmetto Pimento Cheese

2. Chicken Salad

3. Peanut Butter and Jelly

If there are items in our lunch bag you do not want, put them on the trays on the

hearth. If you want more, help yourself to the extras!!

Gluten-free sandwiches are available.

LETTER WRITING Writing Congresswomen Letters Campaign continues on

Monday, May 18 at 10:00am. Please see either Marty Pryor or Ginger Williams for

further details. They will meet in the McKinnon Room.

WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB We look forward to you joining us for the next Book

Group discussion. The book selection for this month is:

May 19: Three Bags Full by Leonie Swann, discussion led by Ginger Williams

All women of the church are welcome to join us in the library on the third Tuesday of

the month for discussion. Contact Linda Rutherford for further information at

865-384-3435.

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER

During 11:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old

    Children's Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children's Church classes following the Time with

Children during the 11:00 worship service.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES (10:00am) 

Today is the last day for adult Sunday School until August 16th

Adult Bible Study: Reading the Paul's Letter to the Romans. (Adult/Handbell Room

next to the Prayer Room)

The Wired Word: Discusses current events with a theological eye (Library)

New Adult Education Class Series: To Hear the Voices of Palestinian Christians 

lead by Rev. Ann Owens Brunger,  May 17 (foyer of Lisa Kaufman Hall)

FRIENDS OF FISH Westminster is one of 15 churches in the Knoxville community

seeking to serve those with food insecurities by delivering groceries to those unable

to go to a food pantry. We deliver bags on the 2nd Tuesday of every month.

June is our month to:

Order the food

Stock the shelves

Bag the groceries

Our first order of business is to meet the Second Harvest Food Bank truck at the

pantry on Tuesday morning May 26 at 10:00am. Address: Church of the Savior, 934

Weisgarber Road. For questions about this ministry, please feel free to contact Linda

at 865-804-4904. Thank you!!!

SUMMER CHOIR If you enjoy singing, but don't have the time to commit to weekly

rehearsals, then Summer Choir is for you! Summer Choir begins Sunday, June 7 and

will go through the beginning of August. No need to come every Sunday; just let

Edie know and come when you are available. We meet at 9:00am and  prepare an

anthem for the 10:00am service. Youth and adults are invited so this is a great

opportunity for families to sing together! If you are interested, please email Edie

Johnson, edie@wpcknox.org.   

SHARE THE BOUNTY Our Bounty Table provides a space to share the bounty from

our personal gardens and our very own Westminster organic garden.You are more

than welcome to help yourself to what is provided on the table. And if you have a bit

too much of something from your garden, bring it in to share. You may find here

flowers and herbs, as well as vegetables. It changes every week, so take a look and

take some home. There is also a donation basket with any contributions this year

going to the Fish Pantry. 

SUMMER WORSHIP Starting May 24, we will start our summer schedule with a

single Sunday worship service in the Sanctuary at 10:00am.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

"Where Faith and Life Connect"

6500 Northshore Drive, Knoxville TN 37919

Telephone (865) 584-3957   Fax (865) 584-8840

E-mail office@wpcknox.org

www.wpcknox.org

    Rev. Dr. Richard Coble, Pastor/Head of Staff

 Rev. Gradye Parsons, Parish Associate

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate Emeritus

Amanda Fox, Interim Youth Director

Dr. Edie Johnson, Music Director/Organist

Jennifer Manrod, Assistant Children’s Director

Renee Wiesehuegel, Office Manager/Bookkeeper

Joanna Warren, Administrative Assistant

Debbie Bendy, Abbey Editor

Benjamin Dockter, Worship Tech

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, May 17

RISE AGAINST HUNGER SUNDAY

9:00am - Worship (Pavilion)

10:00am - Sunday School for all ages

11:00am - Worship (Sanctuary)

12:15pm - Rise Against Hunger Ministry!

12:15pm - APNC Meeting (Library)

5:00pm - Youth Fellowship at Maple Hall

5:00pm - Abbey deadline

Monday, May 18

10:00am - Social Justice Letter Writing (McK)

Tuesday, May 19

10:00am - Staff Meeting

10:30am - Women’s Book Club (Library)

11:00am - Program Staff Meeting

12:00pm - Staff Lunch

6:00pm - Handbell Choir

Wednesday, May 20

4:30pm - Companions

6:00pm - Choir Appreciation Dinner

THE SESSION

Class of 2026 Class of 2027  Class of 2028

Bill Farnham George Barber           Amanda Fox

Lee Ingram Mary Boyd                 Mary Jo Mann

Lucy Johnson Allie Brewington       Tim Ryan

Kathryn Oakes Emily Gustafson        Ginger Williams

Richard Ward Ken Hughes               Michael Yates

Youth Elder: Bobby Powell             Clerk of Session: Bitsy Ingram

TRUSTEES

John Smartt                          Larry Tragesser                       Bill West


