
The Order of Worship June 28, 2026

10:00am

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

BUILDING ON BLESSINGS

PRELUDE Voluntary on Ein’ Feste Burg  Margaret Sandresky

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) Based on Psalm 46 Jean Bonnyman

One: God is our refuge and strength,

All: A very present help in trouble.

One: Therefore we will not despair,

All: Even when our lives change unexpectedly,

Even when old answers suddenly seem false, 

or new questions arise.

One: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

All: It alone is our fortress and guide, 

Even when all other foundations tumble.

One: ‘Be still,’ says the Lord, ‘And know that I am God.’

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God EIN FESTE BURG

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

God, who is enough:

We confess, we do not feel like enough. 

And so we build fortresses:

Thick skins,

No nonsense,

Never shedding a tear,

Never letting anyone come too close.

What would they think if they knew who we truly are?

And yet you, O God, know who we truly are. 

And you say: 

It’s enough.

It’s enough.

You’re enough.

Let us be still and know that you are God.

So, we don’t have to pretend that we are. 

In your name, Amen.

*RESPONSE Kyrie  Healy Willan

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*RESPONSE  

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Cameron Sears

Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 46

One: God is our refuge and strength,

    a very present help in trouble.

All: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,

    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,

One: though its waters roar and foam,

All: though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Refrain

One: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

    the holy habitation of the Most High.

All: God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;

    God will help it when the morning dawns.

One: The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms totter;

    God utters his voice; the earth melts.

All: The Lord of hosts is with us;

 the God of Jacob is our refuge. Refrain

One: Come, behold the works of the Lord;

    see what desolations God has brought on the earth.

All: The Lord makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

    God breaks the bow and shatters the spear;

    God burns the shields with fire.

One: “Be still, and know that I am God!

    I am exalted among the nations;

    I am exalted in the earth.”

All: The Lord of hosts is with us;

    the God of Jacob is our refuge. Refrain

ANTHEM Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel from Elijah  Felix Mendelssohn

Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel this day let it be known that Thou art God,

and that I am Thy servant! Lord God of Abraham!

Oh shew to all this people that I have done these things according to Thy word.

Oh hear me, Lord, and answer me! Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel,

Oh hear me and answer me, and shew this people that Thou art Lord God.

And let their hearts again be turned!

SERMON “Psummer of Psalms: Loosening the Grip“     Rev. Dr. Richard Coble

*HYMN NO. 821 My Life Flows On HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) From Romans 8

What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or

persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? No, in all these things we

are more than victorious through him who loved us. For I am convinced that

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to

come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. Your holding and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to

our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Steal Away Traditional Spiritual, arr. Westley Hodges

Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jesus. 

Steal away, steal away home, I ain't got long to stay here.

My Lord, he calls me, he calls me by the thunder; 

The trumpet sounds within-a my soul; I ain't got long to stay here.

Green trees a-bending, poor sinner stands a-trembling; 

The trumpet sounds within-a my soul; I ain't got long to stay here.

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and

low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and

Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory, forever. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 81 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken AUSTRIAN HYMN

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE Swing Low, Sweet Chariot Marianne Kim

  

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

*Please stand in Body or Spirit

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE

LICENSE with license #A-401670. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Mary Jo Mann and Bill Farnham

CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR JUNE: Cindy Spangler

SERVING TODAY

GREETERS: Kathy Shilling and Brenda Seip

LITURGIST: Jean Bonnyman

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: Chancel Choir; Jason Hardy, Soloist

SENIOR USHER: Linda Van Beke

USHERS: Suzanne Graham, Kathy Huck, Buz Johnson, Judy Jorden and Tom

Byerley

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by David and Shawn Owens in

celebration of their 40th Wedding Anniversary. They are grateful!

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER

During 10:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old

Children’s Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children’s Church classes following the Time with

Children during the worship service.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS (9:00am)

Adult Bible Study is studying Paul's Letter to the Romans. (Library)

Sunday School for all ages will resume in the Fall.

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week) 

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki

Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Cile Mathews,

Betty Collins, Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks), Gloria

Borum’s brother Mike, Donna Davis, Fay Adams, Melanie Rogers, Joan Krause

(Karen Hoffman's sister), Kyle Foster, Elizabeth Birdwell, Donna C. (friend of Brenda

Seip), Elizabeth Stewart, Bonnie Rogers’ brother, Don.

MUSIC NOTE Today we welcome guest soloist, Jason Hardy. Jason Hardy is

Knoxville Opera’s General Director & CEO, having served previously at Opera

Memphis and Delaware Opera. Before this work, Hardy had an 18-year career as an

operatic bass, singing leading roles in many of the country’s most prestigious opera

and concert halls. Mr. Hardy received a Master’s degree and Artist Diploma from the

Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins University after his studies in business

and music at Emory University. He is a graduate of Leadership Knoxville’s flagship

program and currently serves on the board of OPERA America. Hardy and his

family attend Westminster; his wife, Carrie, and daughter, Dorothy, sing in

Westminster’s Choirs year-round and he has been participating in the Summer

Choir.

NEW MEMBER RECEPTION Please join the Connect Ministry Team after worship

TODAY in the Schilling Gallery as we welcome all the wonderful people who have

joined Westminster since March 2025. This is an informal reception that will allow us

to meet and greet our newest members. Many of these folks you may already know

because they are actively involved in the life and work of Westminster.

LIFE PLANNING SEMINAR Matt Bruns and his associate, Emily Chalifoux, from

Berry Highland Funeral Home are coming to speak to WPC on Sunday, July 19th

after the 10:00am Service. They will present information on the advantages of doing

end of life planning. Please RSVP to the church office if you would like to attend.

THANK YOU FISH BAGGERS Thank you baggers for packing our last 94 bags to

feed 60 families and more than 188 people for the season. WPC always shows and

works hard! Watch the next Abbey for your amazing 2026 round up report.

FISH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED The Westminster FISH group is looking for

volunteers to help take calls from people in need. The commitment is one time per

month on the second Thursday from approximately 8:30am-10:45am. Please contact

the church office if you are interested. The next FISH date for taking calls is July 9th.

New volunteers could shadow, get trained or just see what it is all about! Please

reach out to Sky Huck, Kathy Huck, Judy Jorden, and/or Paul Jorden for further

information. You are needed!

LECONTE TICKETS FOR SALE Bryan Powell (brypow@hotmail.com) has two

tickets available for the WPC hike on July 11. Please contact him if you are interested

in purchasing them, $190/ticket. 

WPC NIGHT AT THE SMOKIES We will see the Smokies take on the Rocket City

Trash Pandas on Friday night, August 14. You can reserve your seats by sending in

$21 per ticket to the church office and mark your payment for the Smokies game, or

pay online under “Donate” then “Event payments” on our church’s website.

Purchasing your tickets by June 30 will ensure that you will be sitting with the

Westminster group. So, if you don’t want to miss out, purchase your tickets now! 

SHARE THE BOUNTY Our Bounty Table provides a space to share the bounty from

our personal gardens and our very own Westminster organic garden. You are more

than welcome to help yourself to what is provided on the table. And if you have a bit

too much of something from your garden, bring it in to share. There is also a

donation basket with any contributions this year going to the Fish Pantry. 

SUMMER CHOIR Summer Choir will go through the beginning of August. No need

to come every Sunday; just let Edie know and come when you are available. We meet

at 9:00am to prepare an anthem for the 10:00am service. Youth and adults are invited

so this is a great opportunity for families to sing together! If you are interested,

please email Edie Johnson, edie@wpcknox.org. 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

"Where Faith and Life Connect"

6500 Northshore Drive, Knoxville TN 37919

Telephone (865) 584-3957   Fax (865) 584-8840

E-mail office@wpcknox.org

www.wpcknox.org

    Rev. Dr. Richard Coble, Pastor/Head of Staff

 Rev. Gradye Parsons, Parish Associate

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate Emeritus

Dr. Edie Johnson, Music Director/Organist

Jennifer Manrod, Assistant Children’s Director

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, June 28

9:00am - Bible Study (Library)

9:00am - Summer Choir Rehearsal (LKH)

10:00am - Worship (Sanctuary)

11:00am - New Member Reception

11:15am - APNC Meeting (Library)

5:00 pm  - Abbey deadline

Wednesday, July 1

4:30pm - Companions

Friday, July 3

Office Closed


