
The Order of Worship July 26, 2026

10:00am

NINTH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

BUILDING ON BLESSINGS

PRELUDE Adagio from Symphonie II Charles-Marie Widor

CALL TO WORSHIP Bobby Powell

One: This is the joyful gathering of the people of God!

All: In the Kingdom of God,

People will come from north and south, east and west,

To sit at Table alongside one another.

One: We gather here today as a foretaste of that Kingdom. 

All: We welcome all into God’s house,

Where everyone belongs. 

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN Come, Everyone, to Worship God KNOWN BY GOD

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Saving God,

Your poets and prophets promise Salvation: 

Good news for the poor,

Release to the captives, 

Swallowing up death forever, 

Wiping away every tear from every despairing face.

But the days are long,

The poor keep waiting for good news,

The captives hold out for release,

While death still holds its sway.

Forgive us when we think our hope is misguided. 

Help us to join in your coming Kingdom through our actions today. 

In Christ’s name. Amen. 

*RESPONSE

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*RESPONSE  

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Revelation 21:1-6

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Rev.Dr. Richard Coble

Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 25:1-9

SERMON     “Back to God’s Future”

*HYMN NO. 687 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) From A Brief Statement of Faith

In a broken and fearful world

the Spirit gives us courage

to pray without ceasing,

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,

to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks

and to live holy and joyful lives,

even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,

praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Amen. 

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. Your holding and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to

our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Psalm 100 (Jubilate Deo)  Robert N. Roth

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:  serve the Lord with gladness, and come

before his presence with a song.  Be ye sure that the Lord she is God; it is she

that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are her people, and the sheep of her

pasture.  O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts

with praise; be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name.  For the Lord is

gracious, her mercy is everlasting; and her truth endureth from generation to

generation.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it

was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and

low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and

Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory, forever. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 374 O Holy City Seen of John MORNING SONG

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION



*POSTLUDE Finale from Symphonie II Charles-Marie Widor

  

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

*Please stand in Body or Spirit

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE

LICENSE with license #A-401670. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Ken Hughes and Ginger Williams

CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR JULY: Lana Daverman and Susan McKeehan

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS/ HEARING DEVICES are available from the ushers.

SERVING TODAY

GREETERS: Gloria Borum and Mary Jo Mann

LITURGIST: Bobby Powell

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: Summer Choir

SHEPHERD’S TEAM: John Salsbery

SENIOR USHER: Buz Johnson

USHERS: LoAnn Price, Rick and Janice Rawe, Tim Ryan, Bonny Naugher

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by Rachel and Bryan Powell in honor of

Lucy’s 16th and Bobby’s 18th birthdays in July.

MUSIC NOTES Today’s opening hymn is a new composition by winners of the 2026

Woman Composer Sunday Hymn Competition sponsored by the American Guild of

Organists. The tune was composed by  Jennifer P.K. Velázquez, a freelance musician

in Boston who previously served for 25 years as the Associate Director of Music at

Independent Presbyterian Church in Memphis. This new text was penned by Laurel

Sanders who serves as organist at Westwood Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles. 

She states, “The words of this hymn remind us that we are called to express love for

neighbors through full, unreserved welcome and inclusion of every person, and that

this love and inclusion is also an expression of love for God.”  Come, everyone to

Worship God, was one of the main pieces that campers learned at  “Rooted in Love”

VBS/Choir Camp this past week.  

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week) 

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki

Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Betty Collins,

Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks), Gloria Borum’s brother

Mike, Donna Davis, Fay Adams, Melanie Rogers, Joan Krause (Karen Hoffman's

sister), Kyle Foster, Elizabeth Birdwell, Elizabeth Stewart, Bonnie Rogers’ brother

Don, Family of George Atkins (Alice Mercer's brother).

WESTMINSTER KNOXVILLE PODCAST Miss a sermon or want to hear it again?

Westminster has started podcasting the weekly sermon. You can find us on Apple,

Spotify, or wherever you get your podcasts. Just search "Westminster Knoxville." If

you are a podcast listener, please 'subscribe' and spread the Word! 

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS August 2 Parish Nurse, Linda Judge-McRae, will be

offering blood pressure checks before and after the 10:00am service.

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER

During 10:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old

Children’s Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children’s Church classes following the Time with

Children during the worship service

Sunday School for all ages will resume in the Fall.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  It’s hard to believe, but it’s time to start thinking about

Women’s Bible Study for 2026-27. This year, we’ll be reading The Amen Effect by

Sharon Brous. Brous is a rabbi and founder of IKAR, a Jewish Community in Los

Angeles. Reviews about the book call it “profound and compelling,” “beneficial to

everyone regardless of their religion,” and “deeply moving.” There are books

available in the church office. There is no charge, but donations are always welcome.

The plan is to meet for the first time Thursday, September 3, at 10:30 am. We’ll meet

in the McKinnon Room. You may want to read the introduction and the first chapter

in preparation. If you have questions or comments, contact Mary Boyd at (865)

382-6953 or maryeboyd1@gmail.com.

WESTVIEW ELEMENTARY Saturday, August 1, will be the school's annual work

day to clean up the grounds, spread mulch, help teachers prepare classrooms and

course materials, and finish the little bit of painting we were not able to complete last

year because of the rain. Please think about setting aside that day and be prepared to

do a few hours of work and share companionship. See Charles Van Beke if you have

any questions.

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST will take place on Thursday, August 13th, at

8:30am with Reed Carringer presenting a program on Southeastern Conference

football. The breakfast will be provided by Tim Crais. 

PRE-TEEN RETREAT AT CAMP JOHN KNOX Calling all 4th and 5th graders! Join

Richard Coble and Jaclyn Beeler for the upcoming Pre Teen Retreat at Camp John

Knox August 28 - 29, 2026 !!!! The cost is only $50 which covers all activities, 2 meals,

and Friday night lodging. Activities include bible study and worship, bonfire and

s'mores, cookout and breakfast, flying squirrel, crafts and games, and of course -

Fellowship and new Friendships!!!!

NEW DOOR CODE A new 4 digit pass code has been programmed into the doors

and is currently active. If you need the code to access the church after office hours,

please contact the church office to get  the new pass code. The old pass code will

continue to work until August 15, at which time it will be removed from the doors.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

"Where Faith and Life Connect"

6500 Northshore Drive, Knoxville TN 37919

Telephone (865) 584-3957   Fax (865) 584-8840

E-mail office@wpcknox.org

www.wpcknox.org

    Rev. Dr. Richard Coble, Pastor/Head of Staff

 Rev. Gradye Parsons, Parish Associate

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate Emeritus

Dr. Edie Johnson, Music Director/Organist

Jennifer Manrod, Assistant Children’s Director

Renee Wiesehuegel, Office Manager/Bookkeeper

Joanna Warren, Administrative Assistant

Debbie Bendy, Abbey Editor

Benjamin Dockter, Worship Tech

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, July 26

9:00am - Summer Choir Rehearsal (LKH)

10:00am - Worship (Sanctuary)

11:15am - Popsicle Fellowship

Wednesday, July 26

4:30pm - Companions

Saturday, August 1

11:00am - Peaceful Warrior Yoga

THE SESSION

Class of 2027 Class of 2028 Class of 2029

George Barber           Mary Jennings Lisa Ellis

Mary Boyd                 Mary Jo Mann Rob McKeehan

Allie Brewington       Tim Ryan David Owens

Emily Gustafson        Ginger Williams Mandy Voith

Ken Hughes               Michael Yates Carl Whipple

Youth Elder: Katie Jones            Clerk of Session: Jaclyn Beeler

TRUSTEES

Larry Tragesser                           Bill West Dick Ray


