
Contralto Marian Anderson

sings, “My Country, Tis of

Thee” on the steps of the

Lincoln Memorial, 

April 9, 1939.

The Order of Worship July 12, 2026

10:00am

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

BUILDING ON BLESSINGS Reed Ellis

PRELUDE Allegretto in F Minor César Franck

CALL TO WORSHIP Michael Yates

One: Beloved, why do you sing? 

All: We sing in thanksgiving to the God who gave us breath. 

One: Beloved, why do you sing? 

All: We sing with wonder at the beauty of this life.

One: Beloved, why do you sing?

All: We sing in the hard times. 

We sing through the hard times too. 

One: Beloved, let us worship our God with singing. 

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 49 The God of Abraham Praise LEONI

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive)

One: Jesus promised his disciples:

All: “Where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

One: The Apostle Paul admonished the church:

All: “Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves. 

Make music to the Lord in your hearts.”

One: And yet:

All: And yet how easy it is to go through the motions: 

To sing the old songs.

To hear the ancient scriptures.

And fail to hear the Word of God addressed to our hearts.

Lord, we confess that some days our minds are elsewhere. 

Some days the weight we carry takes all our attention away.

And some days we listen, but hear only silence. 

One: And so we ask: 

All: God, open us and strengthen us.

Comfort us.

Renew and reform us this day. 

Through word and worship, fellowship and song. Amen. 

*RESPONSE

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*RESPONSE  

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 15:1-21

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN Wanda Barber

Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.

SERMON    “Freedom Songs 1: The Old Songs” Rev. Dr. Richard Coble

*HYMN NO. 234 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain ST. KEVIN

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Responsive)  Adapted from The Confession of 1967

One: Beloved, why do we gather?

All: The church gathers to praise God, to hear God’s word for all people, to

baptize and to join in the Lord’s Supper, to pray for and present the

world to God in worship, to enjoy fellowship, to receive instruction,

strength, and comfort, to order and organize its own corporate life, to

be tested, renewed, and reformed, and to speak and act in the world’s

affairs as appropriate to the needs of our time. 

The church disperses to serve God wherever we are. At work or play, in

private or in the life of society, we are the hands and feet of Christ.

Amen. 

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. Your holding and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to

our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM With a Voice of Singing Martin Shaw

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and

low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and

Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory, forever. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 550 Give Praise to the Lord LAUDATE DOMINUM

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE Toccata in B Minor Eugene Gigout

  

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

*Please stand in Body or Spirit

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE

LICENSE with license #A-401670. All rights reserved.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Tim Ryan and Allie Brewington

CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR JULY: Lana Daverman and Susan McKeehan

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS/ HEARING DEVICES are available from the ushers.

SERVING TODAY 

GREETERS: Anne Crais and Pat Herzog

LITURGIST: Michael Yates

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: Chancel Choir; Pam Schneller, Conductor; Parnian Rezaei,

Organist

SENIOR USHER: Buz Johnson

USHERS: Lindsey Williford, Barbara Froula, Judy Jorden, Betty McKeehan, Bonny

Naugher

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by Allie and Stephen Brewington’s 11th

wedding anniversary and in loving memory of Ruthie Landis Carey.  

1 Thessalonians 5:18

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week) 

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki

Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Cile Mathews,

Betty Collins, Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks), Gloria

Borum’s brother Mike, Donna Davis, Fay Adams, Melanie Rogers, Joan Krause

(Karen Hoffman's sister), Kyle Foster, Elizabeth Birdwell, Elizabeth Stewart, Bonnie

Rogers’ brother Don.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING The Session has called a congregational meeting

after worship on July 19 for the purpose of hearing a report and voting on a

recommendation from the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. 

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP  We hope you will join us at our next book discussion,

July 21 at 10:30am in the Library.  We will be talking about: Dalai Lama, My Son by

Tiki Tsering, discussion led by Karol Cooper. All women of the church who enjoy

reading and discussing books in an informal setting are welcome to join us on the

third Tuesday of the month. We meet in the library at 10:30am.  Please contact Linda

Rutherford at 865-384-3435 for more information.

PLAN AHEAD WITH PEACE OF MIND  Join Us for a Complimentary

Refreshments and Educational Seminar July 19th following the 10:00am Service.

Berry Highland Memorial invites you to join Matthew Bruns and Emily Chalifoux for

an informative seminar focused on the benefits of preplanning. Whether you have

already started planning or are simply looking for information, this seminar provides

a comfortable, no-obligation opportunity to learn more and ask questions.

WESTVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Believe it or not we are looking forward to

school opening! Saturday, August 1, will be the school's annual work day to clean up

the grounds, spread mulch, help teachers prepare classrooms and course materials,

and finish the little bit of painting we were not able to complete last year because of

the rain. Please think about setting aside that day and be prepared to do a few hours

of work and share companionship. See Charles Van Beke if you have any questions.

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER

During 10:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old

Children’s Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children’s Church classes following the Time with

Children during the worship service

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS (9:00am)

Adult Bible Study is studying Paul's Letter to the Romans. (Library)

Sunday School for all ages will resume in the Fall.

SMOKIES GAME Friday night, August 14. You can reserve your seats by sending in

$21 per ticket to the church office and mark your payment for the Smokies game, or

pay online under “Donate” then “Event payments” on our church’s website.

Purchasing your tickets by TODAY will ensure that you will be sitting with the

Westminster group in section 104, lower level! So far we have 57 people attending

this game together.

FISH VOLUNTEERS Westminster’s FISH program delivers food and other supplies

to folks-in-need who call for help. We now need someone to assist a few others in

“staffing" the FISH phone line. This activity takes about two hours in the morning on

the 2nd Thursday each month, and it involves finding out each caller’s family size

and address. This info is then given to WPC’s delivery teams that take goods from

the FISH Pantry to those who called for help. If you're able to help with this

important part of FISH, please call/text Kathy Huck (865-661-2234) or Judy Jorden

(865-679-9756) or call the church office (865-584-3957).

NEW ART IN THE SCHILLING GALLERY Three artists, three perspectives, endless

mediums, countless inspirations. The Schilling Gallery Guild hopes you enjoy the

variety and depth of work presented by the 3 Dames, thru July and August.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

"Where Faith and Life Connect"

6500 Northshore Drive, Knoxville TN 37919

Telephone (865) 584-3957   Fax (865) 584-8840

E-mail office@wpcknox.org

www.wpcknox.org

    Rev. Dr. Richard Coble, Pastor/Head of Staff

 Rev. Gradye Parsons, Parish Associate

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate Emeritus

Dr. Edie Johnson, Music Director/Organist

Jennifer Manrod, Assistant Children’s Director

Renee Wiesehuegel, Office Manager/Bookkeeper

Joanna Warren, Administrative Assistant

Debbie Bendy, Abbey Editor

Benjamin Dockter, Worship Tech

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, July 12

9:00am - Bible Study (Library)

9:00am - Summer Choir Rehearsal (LKH)

10:00am - Worship (Sanctuary)

11:00am - Popsicle Fellowship

11:15am - APNC Meeting (Library)

5:00pm - Abbey Deadline

Tuesday, July 14

10:00am - Staff Meeting

11:00am - Program Staff Meeting

Wednesday, July 15

4:30pm - Companions

Middle School Montreat Conference

Saturday, July 18

11:00am - Peaceful Warrior yoga

THE SESSION

Class of 2027 Class of 2028 Class of 2029

George Barber           Mary Jennings Lisa Ellis

Mary Boyd                 Mary Jo Mann Rob McKeehan

Allie Brewington       Tim Ryan David Owens

Emily Gustafson        Ginger Williams Mandy Voith

Ken Hughes               Michael Yates Carl Whipple

Youth Elder: Katie Jones            Clerk of Session: Jaclyn Beeler

TRUSTEES

Larry Tragesser                           Bill West Dick Ray


