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The Order of Worship August 30, 2026

9:00am and 11:00am
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION
PRELUDE
(9:00) Song Without Words, Op. 102, No. 4 in G Minor
(11:00) Prelude in G Major

Felix Mendelssohn
Felix Mendelssohn

CALL TO WORSHIP** James Gilbert

One: We are gathered to give witness to the enduring realities of life.

All:  We have come to affirm that life is a gift, that the gift is good, and that
it comes from God.

One: We are gathered to renew our hope in Jesus Christ, as we travel life’s long
journey.

All:  We find God in the paths of our present and our past, but we also trust
in God’s love in our future.

One: The same God guides us all the way, every day of our lives, and beyond
life.

All:  Letus praise God with our whole hearts and entrust our lives to God’s
hands.

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 20 All things Bright and Beautiful ROYAL OAK

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)**
We come into your presence with thanks, Creator God, for all that fills our
lives with joy: the love of family and friends, the comfort of our homes, the
challenge of work, the delight of leisure. Forgive us, that too often we have
taken all of these for granted, failing to see them as your gifts. In this time of
worship, stretch our understanding, that we may know our lives in the
perspective of your sovereign authority. Teach us to live in the world with
faithfulness to your intentions for the world, and to be at home wherever your
spirit leads us; through Jesus Christ, your faithful witness. Amen.

*RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy LAND OF REST
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Lord, have mer - cy; Christ, have mer - cy; Lord, have mer-cy up - on us.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: The good news is that God forgives us and gives us Christ to be living
water and true bread.
People: Letus accept with joy these precious gifts of abundant life.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*RESPONSE Celtic Alleluia (sing twice) Fintan O’Carroll
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TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 58: 6-14
A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN (11:00) Rachel Powell
Children age 4 through 5" grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.
HYMN NO. 800 Sometimes a Light Surprises SALLEY GARDENS
(Stanzas 1 and 2)
SCRIPTURE READING
SERMON “Life in the Kingdom”
*HYMN NO. 800 Sometimes a Light Surprises
(Stanzas 3 and 4)
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison)**
We believe in God whose love is the source of all life and the desire of our
lives,

Matthew 6:19-21, 25-34
Rev. Dr. Wendy Neff
SALLEY GARDENS

Whose love was given a human face in Jesus of Nazareth, whose
love was crucified by the evil that waits to enslave us all, and whose love,
defeating even death, is our glorious promise of freedom.

Therefore, though we are sometimes fearful and full of doubt, in
God we trust; and in the name of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves, in the

service of others, to seek justice and to live in peace, to care for the earth, and
to share the commonwealth of God’s goodness; to live in the freedom of
forgiveness and the power of the spirit of love, and in the company of the
faithful, so to be the church, for the glory of God. Amen.

THE OFFERING
Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center
aisle. Your holding and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to
our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
(9:00) Praeludium in E Minor Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel
(11:00) Eternal Light Jane Marshall
Eternal light, shine in my heart, eternal hope, lift up my eyes; eternal power, be
my support, eternal wisdom, make me wise.
Eternal life, raise me from death, eternal brightness, help me see; eternal Spirit,
give me breath, eternal Savior, come to me:
Until by your most costly grace, invited by your holy word, at last | come before
your face to know you, my eternal God.

Text by Christopher Idle, from a prayer of Alcuin

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and
low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and
Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer
During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use
this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 175 Seek Ye First
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE
(9:00) Song Without Words, Op. 102, No. 3 in C Major Felix Mendelssohn
(11:00) Prelude in G Major Fanny Mendelssohn Hensel

LAFFERTY

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS
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*Please stand in Body or Spirit
**Call to Worship and Confession are from Bread for the Journey: Resources for Worship
edited by Ruth C. Duck. The affirmation is from lona Abbey Worship Book by the lona
Community, Wild Goose Publications.
Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE
LICENSE with license #A-401670. All rights reserved.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY
PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Ginger Williams and Carl Whipple
CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR AUGUST: Lisa Ellis
SERVING TODAY
ACOLYTES: (11:00) Charlotte Van Beke and Evie Pierce
GREETERS: (11:00) Kathy Shilling and Brenda Seip
LITURGIST: James Gilbert
MINISTRY OF MUSIC: (11:00) Chancel Choir
SHEPHERD’S TEAM: Michael Betz
SENIOR USHER: Melissa Everett
USHERS: (9:00) Reed Ellis and Maria Gall
(11:00) Bonny Naugher, Rob and Susan McKeehan, Alexis Niceley, Mark Potocik

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by Rick and Janice Rawe in celebration
of their 64™ wedding anniversary.

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week)

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki
Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Betty Collins,
Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks), Fay Adams, Melanie
Rogers, Joan Krause (Karen Hoffman's sister), Elizabeth Stewart, Bonnie Rogers’
brother Don, Judy Barnette.

JOIN THE CHOIR
Children and youth who sing in choir gain leadership, confidence, and teamwork
skills. We teach musicianship in a fun, interactive environment that promotes

musical and personal growth.
Primary Choir

Primary Choir - First and Second Grades
Meets Sundays 3:00-4:00pm in the Choir Room
Learn hymns, anthems, and music theory through games
and experience. Sing for worship once a semester with the
Treble Choir
Treble Choir - Grades 3 and up
Rehearse Sunday 3:45-5:00pm in the Choir Room
This group learns vocal technique, music theory, and
anthems that they sing alone and with the Chancel Choir.
Opportunities to sing for special events and with a full
orchestra in a spring concert.
Adults are invited to join Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir
(requires music reading). The new program year is a great time to

try out the choir. If you are interested, please contact Edie
Johnson, edie@wpcknox.org.

SCHILLING WPC MEMBERS SHOW - CALL FOR ARTISTS

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER
During 10:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old
(11:00) Children’s Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children’s Church classes following the Time with
Children during the worship service

ADULT OFFERINGS
Feasting on the Word (studies the scripture passage that the minister will use on
Sunday.) They meet in the LKH Narthex.
The Wired Word studies contemporary issues from a faith based perspective. They
meet in the library.

The Bible Class is studying Proverbs. They meet in Room 5 in the Educational Wing.

END THE GROCERY TAX campaign is in full swing. Today after the 11:00 worship
service, all who are interested in canvassing at their grocery store for one hour in the
coming week may meet briefly in Lisa Kaufman Hall to receive a handou, script, and
information. Others who wish to take about 20 seconds to sign and send off a petition
to state legislators urging them to vote to end the 4% tax on groceries, may bring
their phone and use the QR code. Tennessee For All is the statewide coalition of
labor, faith, and community groups that has organized this initiative.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY It’s almost time to start Women’s Bible Study for 2026-27.
This year, we’ll be reading The Amen Effect by Sharon Brous. Brous is a rabbi and
founder of IKAR, a Jewish Community in Los Angeles. Reviews about the book call it
“profound and compelling,” “beneficial to everyone regardless of their religion,” and
“deeply moving.” The book is available on Amazon or as an audiobook if you want
to order for yourself. We can order more from the church, but that might take a little
longer. The plan is to meet for the first time Thursday, September 3, at 10:30 am.
We’ll meet in the McKinnon Room. | suggest you read the introduction and the first
chapter in preparation. If you have questions or comments, contact Mary Boyd at
(865) 382-6953 or maryeboydl@gmail.com.

THREE PERSPECTIVES ON GAZA On Sunday, September 13th, the class that
studied "A Moment of Truth: Faith in the Time of Genocide" invites the congregation
to stay after worship to hear three perspectives on Gaza. In addition to the message
to the world from Palestinian Christians living in Gaza and the West Bank, we will
hear local guest speakers from Jewish Voice for Peace and the Muslim Community of
Knoxville. Refreshments will be served.

JUSTICE KNOX LISTENING SESSIONS We need your help in finding one or two
newlocal issues for Justice Knox to tackle this year. You can help by giving one hour
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Rev. Gradye Parsons, Parish Associate
Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate Emeritus

Dr. Edie Johnson, Music Director/Organist

Jennifer Manrod, Assistant Children’s Director
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Joanna Warren, Administrative Assistant
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OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE
Sunday, August 30
9:00am - Worship (Pavilion)
10:00am - Sunday School
11:00am - Worship (Sanctuary)
3:00pm - Primary Choir
3:45pm - Treble Choir
5:00pm - Treble Choir and Youth Dinner (LKH)
5:00pm - Abbey deadline
5:30pm - Youth Group
Tuesday, September 1
10:00AM - Staff Meeting
11:00am - Program Staff Meeting
Wednesday, September 2
4:30pm - Companions
7:00pm - Chancel Choir
Thursday, September 3
10:30am - Women'’s Bible Study
6:00pm - Handbells
Saturday, September 5
11:00am - Peaceful Warrior Yoga

For the Nov/Dec 2026 Schilling Gallery Show, we are inviting the & of your time after the worship service (12:15 - 1:15pm) on Sept. 20 or 27 or Oct 4 or THE SESSION
_ _ ' . . - Class of 2027 Class of 2028 Class of 2029
congregation and our Thursday Artist's Group to share your 11. Choose just one Sunday to participate and sign up on one of the sheets on the i . .
. . . . . George Barber Mary Jennings Lisa Ellis
artwork in the gallery. This form will help us keep track of who table in the Schilling Gallery. Each of the 4 sessions will be limited to 12 people to
_ A - . . . . I “ .. Mary Boyd Mary Jo Mann Rob McKeehan
is participating and later make labels for the show. We will do make it easier for the interchange of ideas. We hope you will join us. “Justice is what Allic Brewinat TimR David O
i love looks like in public.” --- Cornel West e brewington 'm Ryan avid Dwens
our best to include one artwork from ea}ch church member. You Emily Gustafson Ginger Williams Mandy Voith
may log two art\_/varks h(;re but depindmg on rt]he response from CONGREGATIONAL MEETING has been called on 9/13 for the purpose of Ken Hughes Michael Yates Carl Whipple
everyon.e, we might not have space- or more than 1 pe.r person. hearing a report from nominating and voting on their recommendation for an elder Youth Elder: Katie Jones Clerk of Session: Jaclyn Beeler
Please fill out ONE form for each piece of artwork. Children and

) to fill an unexpired term.
youth are strongly encouraged to share! Art hanging on the

walls will need to be framed. If you have any questions or concerns, you can email
Melissa at mnetextiles@gmail.com. Can't wait to see what you all have been working
on!

TRUSTEES
LABOR DAY ONE SERVICE One worship service will be held on September 6 at Larry Tragesser Bill West Dick Ray
11:00am, Sunday School for all ages at 10:00am.




