
The Order of Worship August 23, 2026

9:00am and 11:00am

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OPPORTUNITIES AND CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION

PRELUDE

(9:00) Prelude in G Major Johann Sebastian Bach

(11:00) Lord Jesus Christ, Only Son of God Dietrich Buxtehude

CALL TO WORSHIP Dave Dupper

One: Jesus climbed a hill and said,

Blessed are the merciful and the peacemakers.

You are the salt of the earth;

You are the light of the world!

All: We have come here today to follow him,

Up that hill and towards those promises.

One: Come then! 

Let us worship this God who leads us to new life!

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 394 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation WESTMINSTER ABBEY

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Responsive)

One: We have heard it said, 

Might makes right. 

All: And yet you tell us:

Peace has more power than violence.

One: We have heard it said,

Love your neighbor but hate your enemy.

All: And yet Christ commands us:

Love, love, love. All the way down.

One: Knowing ourselves and our enemies, it sounds so impossible,

All: And yet here we are.

Forgive us for when we have used our disbelief,

As an excuse not to try.

Give us hope enough to try again.

In Christ’s name. Amen.

*RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy LAND OF REST

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*RESPONSE Celtic Alleluia (sing twice) Fintan O’Carroll 

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN (11:00) Jaclyn Beeler

Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.

*HYMN NO. 662 (11:00) Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies    RATISBON

(Stanza 1)

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:38-48

SERMON                      “Loving Enemies?” Rev. Dr. Richard Coble

*HYMN NO. 662 (11:00) Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies    RATISBON

 (Stanzas 2 and 3)

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Unison) 

The Beatitudes (David Bentley Hart translation)

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the destitute, abject in spirit,

Font Side:

For theirs is the Kingdom of the heavens.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful those who mourn,

Font Side:

For they shall be aided.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the gentle,

Font Side:

For they shall inherit the earth.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful those who hunger and thirst for what is right,

Font Side:

For they shall feast.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the merciful, 

Font Side:

For they shall receive mercy.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the pure in heart, 

Font Side:

For they shall see God.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the peacemakers,

Font Side:

For they shall be called children of God.

Pulpit Side:

Amen!

Font Side:

And Amen!

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. Your holding and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to

our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY HYMN (Please remain seated for this hymn)

(9:00) HYMN NO. 753 Make me a Channel PRAYER OF ST FRANCIS

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

(11:00) Prayer of St. Francis Kola Owolabi 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow

love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is

despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that

we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are

born to eternal life.

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and

low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and

Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory, forever. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 372 O for a World AZMON

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION



*POSTLUDE

(9:00) Fugue in G Major Johann Sebastian Bach

(11:00) Praeludium in C Major Dietrich Buxtehude

  

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

*Please stand in Body or Spirit

Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE

LICENSE with license #A-401670. All rights reserved.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Mary Jo Mann and Ken Hughes

CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR AUGUST: Lisa Ellis

SERVING TODAY

ACOLYTES: (11:00) Marguerite MacDonald and Ward Birdwell

GREETERS: (11:00) Anne Crais and Melissa Everett

LITURGIST: Dave Dupper

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: (11:00) Chancel Choir

SHEPHERD’S TEAM: David Owens

SENIOR USHER: Bonny Naugher

USHERS: (9:00) Jack Carley and Dick Ray

(11:00) Janet Drumm, James Everett, Barbara Froula, Buz Johnson, Judy Jorden

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by Shawn and David Owens in honor

of the twin birthdays of their son Andrew and also Shawn’s late father Charles

Castleberry. 

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week) 

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki

Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Betty Collins,

Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks), Fay Adams, Melanie

Rogers, Joan Krause (Karen Hoffman's sister), Elizabeth Stewart, Bonnie Rogers’

brother Don.

JOIN THE CHOIR 

Children and youth who sing in choir gain leadership, confidence, and teamwork

skills.  We teach musicianship in a fun, interactive environment that promotes

musical and personal growth.  

Primary Choir - First and Second Grades

Meets Sundays 3:00-4:00pm in the Choir Room

Learn hymns, anthems, and music theory through games

and experience. Sing for worship once a semester with the

Treble Choir 

Treble Choir - Grades 3 and up 

Rehearse Sunday 3:45-5:00pm in the Choir Room 

This group learns vocal technique, music theory, and

anthems that they sing alone and with the Chancel Choir.  

Opportunities to sing for special events and with a full

orchestra in a spring concert.

Adults are invited to join Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir

(requires music reading). The new program year is a great time to

try out the choir. If you are interested, please contact Edie

Johnson, edie@wpcknox.org.

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER

During 10:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old

(11:00) Children’s Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children’s Church classes following the Time with

Children during the worship service

ADULT OFFERINGS

Feasting on the Word (studies the scripture passage that the minister will use on

Sunday.) They meet in the LKH Narthex.

The Wired Word studies contemporary issues from a faith based perspective. They

meet in the library.

The Bible Class is studying Proverbs. They meet in Room 5 in the Educational Wing.

SCHILLING WPC MEMBERS SHOW - CALL FOR ARTISTS For the Nov/Dec 2026

Schilling Gallery Show, we are inviting the congregation

and our Thursday Artist's Group to share your artwork in

the gallery. This form will help us keep track of who is

participating and later make labels for the show. We will do

our best to include one artwork from each church member.

You may log two artworks here but depending on the

response from everyone, we might not have space for more

than 1 per person. Please fill out ONE form for each piece

of artwork. Children and youth are strongly encouraged to

share! Art hanging on the walls will need to be framed. You

can find inexpensive frames at Target and Ikea. If you have

any questions or concerns, you can email Melissa at

mnetextiles@gmail.com. Can't wait to see what you all have been working on!

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST Thursday, August 27 at 8:30am Hap McSween

will provide our program. The subject is “Settling Another World: Can We? Should

We? Have We Really Thought This Through?” Our breakfast will be provided by

Mike Casey. We hope you will join us for good food, fellowship, and a very

interesting program. All are welcome.

WPC HIKE  August 27th hike will be held at the beautiful 7 Islands State Birding Park

located in East Knox County (2809 Kelly Lane, Kodak, 37764). 

https://tnstateparks.com/parks/seven-islands. Hiking distance is approximately 4.5

miles. We'll stop at the Bluebird Barn for lunch so pack food and water!  Carpoolers

should meet at the Karm parking lot, 140 N. Forest Park Blvd, Bearden, at 9:00am.

Others can meet us at the 7 Islands parking lot on Kelly Lane at 9:30 AM. Let Cindy

know if you plan to participate or if you have any questions! spangler2@gmail.com

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY It’s almost time to start Women’s Bible Study for 2026-27.

This year, we’ll be reading The Amen Effect by Sharon Brous. Brous is a rabbi and

founder of IKAR, a Jewish Community in Los Angeles. Reviews about the book call it

“profound and compelling,” “beneficial to everyone regardless of their religion,” and

“deeply moving.” The book  is available on Amazon or as an audiobook if you want

to order for yourself. We can order more from the church, but that might take a little

longer. The plan is to meet for the first time Thursday, September 3, at 10:30 am.

We’ll meet in the McKinnon Room. I suggest you read the introduction and the first

chapter in preparation. If you have questions or comments, contact Mary Boyd at

(865) 382-6953 or maryeboyd1@gmail.com.

JUSTICE KNOX LISTENING SESSIONS We need your help in finding one or two

new local issues for Justice Knox to tackle this year. You can help by giving one hour

of your time after the worship service on Sept. 20 or 27 or Oct 4 or 11. Choose just

one Sunday to participate and sign up on one of the sheets on the table in the

Schilling Gallery. Each of the 4 sessions will be limited to 12 people to make it easier

for the interchange of ideas. We hope you will join us. “Justice is what love looks like

in public.” --- Cornel West

NEW ABBEY EMAIL The email address to submit articles for the Westminster Abbey

has changed. Please submit your articles to Debbie Bendy using

WpcAbbey@wpcknox.org.

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

"Where Faith and Life Connect"

6500 Northshore Drive, Knoxville TN 37919

Telephone (865) 584-3957   Fax (865) 584-8840

E-mail office@wpcknox.org

www.wpcknox.org

    Rev. Dr. Richard Coble, Pastor/Head of Staff

 Rev. Gradye Parsons, Parish Associate

Rev. John Linton Muntz, Parish Associate Emeritus

Dr. Edie Johnson, Music Director/Organist

Jennifer Manrod, Assistant Children’s Director

Renee Wiesehuegel, Office Manager/Bookkeeper

Joanna Warren, Administrative Assistant

Debbie Bendy, Abbey Editor

Benjamin Dockter, Worship Tech

OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, August 23

9:00am - Worship (Pavilion)

10:00am - Sunday School

11:00am - Worship (Sanctuary)

12:00pm - Youth Group

12:15pm - Session (LKH)

3:00pm - Primary Choir

3:45pm - Treble Choir

5:00pm - Treble Choir Dinner (LKH)

Tuesday, August 25

10:00AM - Staff Meeting

11:00am - Program Staff Meeting

Wednesday, August 26

4:30pm - Companions

7:00pm - Chancel Choir

Thursday, August 27

8:30am - Men’s Breakfast (LKH)

9:00am -WPC Hike

Saturday, August 29

11:00am - Peaceful Warrior Yoga


