
The Order of Worship August 16, 2026

9:00am & 11:00am

RALLY DAY

PRELUDE

(9:00) Morning Song of Praise John Leavitt

INTROIT (11:00) Be Still and Aware of God’s Presence Sally Ann Morris

Following the bell peal, the choir will sing the chant through once and then all will join.  

The congregation continues to repeat the refrain.  

CALL TO WORSHIP** Ron Meserve

One: Gather us in, the lost and the lonely, the broken and breaking, the tired

and aching, who long for the nourishment found at your feast.

All: Gather us in,

One: the done and the doubting, the wishing and wondering, the puzzled and

pondering, who long for the company found at your feast.

All: Gather us in,

One: the proud and the pretentious, the sure and superior, the never inferior,

who long for the leveling found at your feast.

All: Gather us in,

One: from corner or limelight, from mansion or campsite, from fears and

obsession, from tears and depression, from untold excesses, from

treasured successes, to meet, to eat, to be given a seat, to be joined to the

vine, be offered new wine, become like the least, be found at the feast.

All: Gather us in!

TO PRAISE AND CONFESS ...

*HYMN NO. 401 Here in This Place GATHER US IN

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Life-Giving Spirit,

You call us:

‘The Salt of the Earth,’

And ‘the Light of the World.’

You send us out, saying,

‘Go and Let Your Light Shine!’

But when we look around, we see people using your name to enrich

themselves, exclude others, and reinforce their own prejudices. Fearing that

we may do the same, or that we might be associated with such abuse of the

name ‘Christian,’ we down-play our faith. We hid our light under a bushel

basket. 

Forgive us. Empower us to be Salt and Light again, shining in a world that

needs more mercy and peacemaking, heart and righteousness. Amen.

*RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy LAND OF REST

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader: Friends, believe the Good News!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

*RESPONSE Celtic Alleluia (sing twice) Fintan O’Carroll 

TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD AND RESPOND ...

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:1-12

A TIME WITH THE CHILDREN (11:00) Mary Sophia Hawks

Children age 4 through 5th grade are invited to go downstairs for Children’s Church.

*HYMN NO. 314 (11:00) Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness

                                                         (S tanzas 1 and 2) CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:13-20

SERMON                      “Salty Like Jesus” Rev. Dr. Richard Coble

*HYMN NO. 314 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness

                                                            (S tanzas 3-5) CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Beatitudes (David Bentley Hart translation)

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the destitute, abject in spirit,

Font Side:

For theirs is the Kingdom of the heavens.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful those who mourn,

Font Side:

For they shall be aided.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the gentle,

Font Side:

For they shall inherit the earth.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful those who hunger and thirst for what is right,

Font Side:

For they shall feast.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the merciful, 

Font Side:

For they shall receive mercy.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the pure in heart, 

Font Side:

For they shall see God.

Pulpit Side:

How blissful the peacemakers,

Font Side:

For they shall be called children of God.

Pulpit Side:

Amen!

Font Side:

And Amen!

THE OFFERING

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register found on the pew nearest the center

aisle. Your holding and passing the offering plate is an act of blessing and dedication to

our life together in Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

(9:00) All Things Bright and Beautiful arr. John Leavitt

(11:00) Thou Wilt Keep Them in Perfect Peace Samuel Sebastian Wesley

Thou wilt keep them in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee. 

The darkness is no darkness with Thee, but the night is as clear as the day.

The darkness and the light to Thee are both alike.

God is light and with Him is no darkness at all.

Oh let my soul live and it shall praise Thee.

For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, for evermore.

*AT THE PRESENTATION HYMN NO. 609 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures high and

low. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and

Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ... The Lord’s Prayer

During the Prayers of the People there will be a time of silence. You are invited to use

this time for personal reflection, confession, thanksgiving, and prayer.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory, forever. Amen.

TO GO FORTH AND SERVE ...

*HYMN NO. 459 O Word of God, Incarnate MUNICH

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

(9:00) Presto from Sonata No. 40 Joseph Haydn

(11:00) Carillon Louis Vierne

NOW THE SERVICE BEGINS

* * * * * * * * * *

*Please stand in Body or Spirit

**Call to worship adapted from the Wild Goose Resource Group and the Iona

Community. 
Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license

#A-401670. All rights reserved.

Be Still and Aware of God's Presence comes from the collection, Chants for the Coming Day.  Words are by

John Philip Newell and music is by Sally Ann Morris.  Published by GIA Publications, Inc. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR TODAY

PASTORAL CARE ELDERS FOR THE WEEK: Mary Jennings and David Owens

CARE TEAM COORDINATOR FOR AUGUST: Lisa Ellis

LARGE PRINT HYMNALS/ HEARING DEVICES are available from the ushers.

SERVING TODAY

ACOLYTES: (11:00) Adelina Lewis and Cassidy Mackay

GREETERS: (11:00) Kathleen and Bill Farnham

LITURGIST: Ron Meserve

MINISTRY OF MUSIC: (11:00 ) Chancel Choir; Jan Barber, Kyle Foster, Pam

Potocik, Casey Page, Handbells

SHEPHERD’S TEAM: Erik Kringen

SENIOR USHER: Ken Hughes

USHERS: (9:00) Dan Berry and Scott Brunger

(11:00)Michael and Ruth Yates, Ron Alexander, Elizabeth and Josh Birdwell

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given by Daniel and Melanie Lewis in

celebration of their son Owen’s 8th birthday.

PRAYER LIST (Please keep the following names in your prayers this week) 

Sonja Jones, Judy and Joseph Moon, Lalla Phillips, Kitty Rasa, Doris Solomon, Vicki

Chapman, Barbara McNew, Breeze Blankenship, Lucinda Albiston, Betty Collins,

Byron Morginen, Dixie Rury (friend of Mary Sophia Hawks), Gloria Borum’s brother

Mike, Donna Davis, Fay Adams, Melanie Rogers, Joan Krause (Karen Hoffman's

sister), Elizabeth Birdwell, Elizabeth Stewart, Bonnie Rogers’ brother Don.

CHILDREN'S OFFERINGS AT WESTMINSTER

During 10:00 Hour - Nursery available for children 0-3 years old

Children’s Church for children Preschool through 5th grade

Children will be walked to Children’s Church classes following the Time with

Children during the worship service

RALLY DAY 

Join us in the Lisa Kaufman Hall TODAY at 10:00 am.

We will have the opportunity to hear all about the

Sunday School offerings in the coming year FOR ALL

AGES! After the beginning presentations by Kathy

Parsons, Edie Johnson, and Ruth Ann Bendy, the kids

will go to their classes to meet their teachers and do fun

crafts together. The adults will hear from Gradye

Parsons and Richard Coble about all the adult classes being offered this fall. 

CHOIR PREVIEW DAY TODAY

Join us August 16 at 3:00pm for  Primary Choir (New this year!) and 3:45pm for 

Treble Choir. Children and youth who sing in choir gain leadership, confidence, and

teamwork skills.  We teach musicianship in a fun, interactive

environment that promotes musical and personal growth.  

Primary Choir - First and Second Grades

Meets Sundays 3:00-4:00 pm in the Choir Room

Learn hymns, anthems, and music theory through games

and experience. Sing for worship once a semester with the

Treble Choir 

Treble Choir - Grades 3 and up 

Rehearse Sunday 3:45-5:00 pm in the Choir Room 

This group learns vocal technique, music theory, and

anthems that they sing alone and with the Chancel Choir.  

Opportunities to sing for special events and with a full

orchestra in a spring concert.

Adults are invited to join Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir

(requires music reading). The new program year is a great time to try out the choir. If

you are interested, please contact Edie Johnson, edie@wpcknox.org.

YOUTH TONIGHT Please join us for dinner at 5:00pm with Youth programming to

follow, led by Melanie Lewis.

AT THE RIVER MOVIE For all interested in Civil Rights, there will be a showing of

the feature length documentary, At the River, on Tuesday, August 18 at 7:00pm in the

McKinnon Room at Westminster. This is a film produced by Carolyn Crowder, a

Presbyterian who reflects on her upbringing in Montgomery, Alabama during these

challenging times. Please plan to join us as the film is itself worthwhile, and may

serve as inspiration for some conversation or sharing of our own experiences.

WPC HIKE  August 27th hike will be held at the beautiful 7 Islands State Birding Park

located in East Knox County (2809 Kelly Lane, Kodak, 37764). 

https://tnstateparks.com/parks/seven-islands. Hiking distance is approximately 4.5

miles. We'll stop at the Bluebird Barn for lunch so pack food and water!  Carpoolers

should meet at the Karm parking lot, 140 N. Forest Park Blvd, Bearden, at 9 AM.

Others can meet us at the 7 Islands parking lot on Kelly Lane at 9:30 AM. Let Cindy

know if you plan to participate or if you have any questions! spangler2@gmail.com

WESTVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Westview Elementary keeps a clothing closet

for their students. They have lots of clothes for girls but are in need of pants and

shorts for boys - all sizes. Donations can be dropped of at the church office.

MAGNETIC NAME TAGS TODAY we will offer a sign-up for anyone wishing to

order a magnetic name tag. If you’d like one, please bring $5 per name tag, in cash

this morning to cover part of the cost. Look for this opportunity at the Fellowship

Ministry Team table.

NEW DOOR CODE A new 4 digit pass code has been programmed into the doors

and is currently active. If you need the code to access the church after office hours,

please contact the church office to get  the new pass code.

NEW ABBEY EMAIL The email address to submit articles for the Westminster Abbey

has changed. Please submit your articles to Debbie Bendy using

WpcAbbey@wpcknox.org.
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OUR WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, August 16

9:00am - Worship (Pavilion)

10:00am - Rally Day Presentation (LKH)

11:00am - Worship (Sanctuary)

3:00pm - Primary Choir Begins

3:45pm - Treble Choir Begins

5:00pm - Treble Choir and Youth Dinner

5:30pm - Youth Fellowship

5:00pm - Abbey deadline

Tuesday, August 18

10:30am - Women’s Book Club (Library)

7:00pm - At the River Movie (LKH)

Wednesday, August 19

10:00am Staff Meeting

11:00am - Program Staff

4:30pm - Companions

7:00pm - Chancel Choir

Saturday, August 22

11:00am - Peaceful Warrior Yoga


